
March 15, 2007
Japan Agency for Marine-Earth Science and Technology

Manned Research Submersible "SHINAKI 6500"
~Just Started 1,000th Dive~

The Manned Research Submersible "SHINKAI 6500" *1 of the Japan
Agency for Marine-Earth Science and Technology (JAMSTEC: Yasuhiro Kato,
President) can dive to the deepest depth in the world as a manned
submersible, has been diving for 17 years since its first dive in June, 1990.
Today, we are pleased to announce that the "SHINKAI 6500" has started its
1,000th dive.

About 1,000th Dive
Start time: 10:15 AM
Diving area: Hatoma Knoll off Ishigaki Island, Okinawa Prefecture
Maximum diving depth : 1,500m
Pilot: Yoshitaka Sasaki
Co-pilot: Tetsuya Komuku
Guest: Mr. Kazuma Yamane *2

Purpose:
Along with the training dive for crew members of the "SHINKAI 6500" to

improve their skills, a non-fiction writer Mr. Kazuma Yamane is going to
experience the 1,000th dive as our public relations activity. Mr. Yamane will
talk about this dive at the lecture planning on March 28 (see *2 for details).

References:
*1 Reference 1: About the Manned Research Submersible "SHINKAI 6500"
*2 Reference 2: About Mr. Kazuma Yamane
Pictures : The 999th dive of "SHINKAI 6500" on March 14, 2007.

Contact:
(For the dive)

Mr. Tetsuo Uchida
Group Leader, Operation Group, Marine Technology Center (MARITEC),
JAMSTEC

(For Publication)
Mr. Shinji Oshima, e-mail: press@jamstec.go.jp
Manager, Planning Department Press Office, JAMSTEC

Reference 1

Manned Research Submersible "SHINKAI 6500"

mailto:press@jamstec.go.jp


Length 9m, Beam 2m, Depth 3m, Weight in Air 25.8tons, Maximum
Operation Depth 6500m
Capable to dive to the depth of 6,500m, it is the deepest as a manned
research submersible. Supported by its support vessel "YOKOSUKA", it
conducts underwater research all over the world, and contributes to the study
of seismic or other activities of the Earth, and life forms under the deep sea.
For details, visit our website.

 

Reference 2

Who's Who ? : Mr. Kazuma Yamane

Mr. Yamane holds prominent positions, such as a temporary employee of
the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA), an expert member of the
Central Council for Education (Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science
and Technology (MEXT)), a special committee member of the Space Activities
Commission (MEXT), and so on.

He picked up "SHINKAI 6500" in his still running serial article "Age of Metal-
Color" on 'Weekly Post' (on September 15, 2000 issue), in which he reveals
fundamental strength of Japanese Manufacturing.

He will give a lecture entitled "Achievement and Prospect of Deep-sea
Research by Manned Research Submersible" on March 28, 2007 at the
Harumi Passenger Terminal hall, Harumi Pier, Tokyo Port. In the lecture, he
will talk about his rare experience on "SHINKAI 6500" and his expectation for
the deep-sea research along with introduction of various images.

 



Fig.1 (Hatoma Knoll Area) Around 50km north-northwest off Ishigaki Island
Within a 1-mile radius centering the point of 24°51.5’N, 123°50.5’E.

The 999th dive on March 14, 2007(reference)

(pic.1: Before launching) (pic.2: Right after launched)

 



(pic.3: Right after surfaced) (pic.4: heaved up to the ship)

   


