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Support Vessel Yokosuka

Shinkai 6500 submersible

Quest for the 
Limit of Life
An around-the-world voyage
by the Shinkai 6500

QUELLE 2013

・ A unique marine 
environment created by 
an immense seamount 
rising over 5000 m 
from the ocean floor

・ A vast submarine oil 
field in the deep ocean 
at a depth of 3600 m

Caribbean Sea, 
near the Cayman Islands 
(British territory)
・ A highly diverse deep-sea 

hydrothermal field; the deepest 
yet discovered

・ A singular biocoenosis (ecosystem) 
that links the Pacific and Atlantic 
oceans

Central Indian Ridge

Kermadec TrenchRio Grande Rise
Sao Paulo Ridge

Temporary return to Japan, 
early August
(Battery replacement for 
Shinkai 6500)

START
Leave Yokosuka 
January 5, 2013

Call at Port Louis, 
Mauritius, 
late March

Call at Cape Town, 
South Africa, 
early April

Call at Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, 

early May

Call at San Juan, 
Puerto Rico (USA), 
mid-June

Call at Santos,Brazil, 
late May

Call at Cristobal, 
Panama, 
early July

Rodrigues 
Triple Point area

A deep-sea hydrothermal 
field inhabited by 
chemosynthetic communities 
including highly unusual 
organisms such as the scaly-
foot gastropod

・ An active region of plate 
convergence with the world’s 
second-greatest ocean depth 
(10,850 m)
・ The Louisville Seamount Chain, 

which is subducting into the 
Tonga and Kermadec trenches

・ Submarine volcanic activity in 
the active back-arc region, 
landward of the trenches

Sao Paulo Plateau

GOAL
Return to 

home port, 
late November

Tonga Trench

1

2

4

3

Call at Suva, Fiji, 
early and late October

Call at Guam (USA) 
mid-September

Call at Auckland, 
New Zealand, 

late November


